CLAIMS 



5 I CLAIM: 

(T M J? /l l\ In a telecommunications system functionally interconnecting a service 
^ switching point, a service control point, and an intelligent network element, and the 

telecommunications system including a billing system functionally connected at least 
10 to the service control point, the billing system including telecommunications accounts 

for charging fees to\subscribers with respect to telecommunications services provided 

to the subscribers, a method for using a communication to conduct a transaction with 

respect to a telecommunications account, comprising: 

A. receiving th\ communication at the service switching point, the 
1 5 communication being associated with a calling line number; 

B. causing the servic\ switching point to route the communication to the 
intelligent network element; 

C. causing the intelligent Network element to obtain a telecommunications 
account number and a transaction amount from the communication, 

20 the telecommunicaticuis account number corresponding to the 

telecommunications account with respect to yhich the transaction is to be conducted 

in the billing system; 

D. in response to obtaining the telecommunications account number and 
the transaction amount, causing the intelligent \etwork element to provide the 

25 telecommunications account number, the transactiottv amount, and the calling line 
number associated with the communication to the serviceVontrol point; 

E. in response to receipt of the telecornmunicatkms account number, the 
transaction amount, and the calling line number, causing the service control point to 
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make the telecommunications account number, the transaction amount, and the calling 
linevnumber available to the billing system; and 
Ns. causing the billing system 

\ i. to obtain the telecommunications account number, the 
5 transaction amount, and the calling line number, and 

i\ to conduct the transaction in the billing system with respect to 
the telecommunications account associated with the telecommunications account 
number by creditinguhe telecommunications account by at least the transaction 

amount, \ 
10 whereby the transaction is conducted by the billing system by using the 

3 telecommunications account number and the transaction amount provided by the 

]S communication and made available to the billing system by the intelligent network 

p element and the service control point in order to credit the telecommunications 

|U account corresponding to the telecommunications account number in the billing 

1 5 system by at least the transaction amotsnt. 

0 \ 

y 2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the transaction amount comprises a 

wherein action F comprises causing\he billing system to conduct the 
20 transaction by crediting the telecommunications Vcount by at least the number of 
units or by at least the dollar amount. \ 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein the telecommunications account 
number comprises a different account number from a calling line number account 
25 corresponding to the calling line number associated with the communication is 
received at the service switching point; and \ 
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therein action F further comprises causing the billing system to conduct the 



transition in the billing system by debiting the calling line number account by at 
least the ttensaction amount. 
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4. The method of Claim 1, wherein prior to causing the service control 
point to make the telecommunications account number, the transaction amount, and 
the calling line number avaimWe to the billing system, the method further comprises 
causing the service control point to carry out a validation whose result comprises a 
determination that the calling line nurra^er is authorized with respect to conduct of the 
transaction. 



5. The method of Claim 4, whereik action C comprises causing the 
intelligent network element to obtain a personal idemtfication number (PIN) from the 
communication, and wherein the validation comprises comparing the PIN for 

1 5 correspondence to a stored PIN associated with the calling ltt^e number. 

6. The method of Clainl 4, wherein the validation comprises comparing 
th£ telecommunications account 1 number for correspondence to a stored 

/telecommunications account number Associated with the calling line number. 
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method of Claim 1 Afurther comprising: 

G. causing^fti^ service control point to provide a confirmation regarding 
the conduct of the transactionlfcHtje intelligent network element; and 

H. in response to receipf^af the confirmation, causing the intelligent 
25 network element to provide an announcemenrte^he communication. 

8. The method of Claire<T\wherein action E comprises causing the service 
control point to make the telecOTmymmcations account number, the transaction 



42 



ATLLIBOI 717676.1 



t 



amount/ aheUhe calling line number available to the billing system by including the 
telecommunications account number, the transaction amount, and the calling line 
number in a billing message and by posting the billing message for obtaining by the 
billing system. 



9. The method of Claim 8, wh^jn action F comprises causing the billing 
system to obtain the telecommunications accounhmmber, the transaction amount, and 
the calling line number by obtaining the billing message posted by the service control 
point. 
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— ^ \ 10. A method for using a communication in a telecommunications network 

r> ' \ * • 

to exe&ute a transaction with respect to an account, comprising: 

receiving a communication on a calling line associated with a calling 

line number; 

B. \ obtaining an account number and a transaction amount from the 
communication, the account number corresponding to an account with respect to 
which a transaction is to be conducted, the account differing from a calling line 
number account associated with the calling line number; 
10 C creating a billing message with respect to the calling line number, the 

billing message including the account number, the transaction amount, and the calling 
line number; and 

D. using the account number and the transaction amount from the billing 
message to execute the transaction with respect to the account corresponding to the 
15 account number. 



11. The method of Clahji 10, wherein the communication is directed to a 

special access code; and 

wherein actions B - D are responsive to the communication being directed to 

20 the special access code. 
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12. The method of Claim 10, wher^n the transaction amount comprises a 
number of units or a dollar amount; and 

wherein action D comprises using the account number, and the number of units 
or the dollar amount, to execute the transaction by crediting the account by at least the 
number of units or by at least the dollar amount and\y debiting the calling line 
number account by at least the number of units or by at least the dollar amount. 
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The method of Claim 10, further comprising: 
E. Charging the calling number line account associated with the calling 
line number a fee forthejransaction. 

1 4. The method of Claim 1 O^Sirther comprising: 
E. providing the communicatioiNvith an announcement regarding the 
transaction. 



15. The method of Claim 10, wherein prior to obtaining the account 
number and the transaction kmount from the communication, the method further 
c/mprises making a validationWhose result comprises a determination that the calling 
line number is authorized with respect to conduct of the transaction. 



method of Claim 15, wherein the validation comprises: 
l. oBlainmg a personal identification number (PIN) from the 

communication, and 

ii. checking that the PE^ corresponds to a stored PIN associated 

with the calling line number. 

The method of iJjaim 15, wherein the validation comprises comparing 
the/ccount number for correspondence to a stored account number associated with 




thfc calling line number. 
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^L^^7 in a system for billing fees to subscribers for provision of 

telecommunications services, each subscriber having a telecommunications account in 
the system, the telecommunications account being associated with at least one calling 

5 line number, a method to conduct a transaction with respect to a telecommunications 
account in the system, comprising: 

A. obtaining a billing message generated as a result of a 
telecommunications service performed with respect to a calling line number; 

B. in responseto obtaining of the billing message, making a determination 
10 that the billing message inchides an indication that a transaction is to be conducted 

with respect to a telecommunications account in the system; and 

C. in response to the\determination, conducting the transaction with 
respect to the telecommunications account. 

15 19. The method of Claim 18, Vherein action C comprises conducting the 

transaction with respect to the telecommunications account by crediting the 
telecommunications account by at least a number of units or a dollar amount, and/or 
debiting a different telecommunications account Bv at least the number of units and/or 
by at least the dollar amount, the different telecommunications account being 

20 associated with the calling line number receiving the telecommunications service that 
generated the billing message. \ 

20. The method of Claim 18, wherein the indication comprises transaction 

information; and \ 
25 wherein action C comprises conducting the transaction usW the transaction 

information with respect to the telecommunications account. \ 
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\ 21. The method of Claim 20, wherein the transaction information 
comprises a number of units and/or. a dollar amount; and 

wherein action C comprises conducting the transaction using the number of 
units and/or the dollar amount with respect to the telecommunications account. 

22. The method of Claim 18, further comprising: 

D. generating an invoice for the telecommunications account, the invoice 
indicating conduct of thetransaction with respect to the telecommunications account. 

23. The method ofVlaim 22, wherein the invoice further indicates a 
message with respect to th\ transaction conducted with respect to the 
telecommunications account. \ 

24. The method of Claim 22,Vrther comprising: 

E. generating a different invoice for the different telecommunications 
account, the different invoice indicating the conduct of the transaction with respect to 
the telecommunications account. \ 

25. The method of Claim 24, wherein the different invoice further indicates 
a different message with respect to the transaction conducted with respect to the 
telecommunications account. \ 
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16. In a telecommunications system wherein a billing message is created 
with respect to a communication, wherein the billing message is further created with 
respect to\ calling line number account corresponding to a calling line number 
5 associated with the communication, and wherein the billing message is obtained by a 
billing system having access to the calling line number account and to other accounts, 
a method for execution of a transaction in the billing system between the calling line 
number account and\one of the other accounts to which the billing system has access, 
comprising: 

10 A. providingXthat the billing message includes an indication for the 

execution of the transactioi 

B. causing the bii^ng system to make a recognition of the indication in the 

billing message; and 

C. in response to the indication in the billing message, causing the billing 
1 5 system to execute the transaction betWeen the calling line number account and the one 

of the other accounts. 

27. The method of Claim 26, Vherein action C comprises causing the 
billing system to execute the transaction by crediting the one of the other accounts by 

20 at least a number of units or a dollar amount, and/or debiting the calling line number 
account by at least the number of units and/or by at>least the dollar amount. 

28. The method of Claim 27, wherein action C comprises causing the 
billing system to execute the transaction by debiting the calling line number account 

25 by a service fee for the transaction. 



29. The method of Claim 26, wherein the indication cdniprises transaction 
information; and 
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\vherein action C comprises causing the billing system to execute the 
transaction between the calling line number account and the one of the other accounts 
by using theHransaction information. 

30. The rtethod of Claim 26, further comprising: 

D. causing ;\he billing system to generate an invoice for the one of the 
other accounts, the invoickindicating execution of the transaction with respect to the 
one of the other accounts. \ 

31. The method of Claim 30, wherein the invoice further indicates a 
message with respect to the transaction conducted with respect to the one of the other 
accounts. \ 

32. The method of Claim 30, furthefscomprising: 

E. generating a different invoice for the calling line number account, the 
different invoice indicating the execution of the transaction with respect to the one of 
the other accounts. \ 

33. The method of Claim 32, wherein the differenXmvoice further indicates 
a different message with respect to the transaction conducted ^tti respect to the one 
of the other accounts. \ 
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\ 34. In a telecommunications system functionally interconnecting a service 
switching point, a service control point, and an intelligent network element, and the 
telecommunications system including a billing system functionally connected at least 
to the servic\ control point, the billing system including accounts for conducting 
transactions, a inethod for using a communication to conduct a transaction with 
respect to an accoutat, comprising: 

A. receiving the communication at the service switching point, the 
communication being associated with a calling line number; 

B. causing theSservice switching point to route the communication to the 
intelligent network element;\ 

C. causing the intelligent network element to obtain an account number 
and a transaction amount from the. communication, 

the account number corresponding to the account with respect to 
which the transaction is to be conducted in the billing system; 

D. in response to obtaining the account number and the transaction 
amount, causing the intelligent network eWient to provide the account number, the 
transaction amount, and the calling line number associated with the communication to 
the service control point; \ 

E. in response to receipt of the account number, the transaction amount, 
and the calling line number, causing the service control point to make the account 
number, the transaction amount, and the calling line number available to the billing 
system by including the account number, the transaction^amount, and the callin line 
number in a billing message and by posting the billing message for obtaining by the 

billing system; and \ 

F. causing the billing system \ 
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i. to obtain the account number, the transaction amount, and the 
calling lineNiumber by obtaining the billing message posted by the service control 
point, and 

ii. Ibxpnduct me transaction in the billing system with respect to 
the account associated with/thg account number by crediting the account by at least 
the transaction amount, 

whereby the transaction is conducted by the billing system by using the 
account number and the transaction amounr^ovided by the communication and made 
available to the billing system by the intelligent network element and the service 
control point in order to credit the account corresponding to the account number in the 
billing system by at least the transaction amount. 
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